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The whole scope of my views is to re-establish our means of
defence against the avowed designs of Tippoo, by restoring to
our allies that degreo of consideration and strength which they
possessed at the conclusion of the treaty of Seringapatain, and
which it was the object of that treaty to secure on solid and
permanent foundations; art object inseparably connected with
the security of the British possessions in India.

Since the conclusion of the peace of Seringapatam a material
change has taken place in the situation of almost all the states
of India, both with relation to each other and to the interests of
the British Government. The revolutions at Poona have im-
paired the influence of the constitutional head of the Mahratta
empire, and deranged the whole system of the balanced powers
and the interests of the several confederate Mahratta states.

Both the Peishwa and the Nizam, whose respective power it
was the object of the treaty of Seringapatam to strengthen and
uphold, are now depiessed and weakened; the former by the
intrusion of Scindia, and the latter by the threatened hostilities
of the same chieftain and by the establishment of a French
faction in the centre of the Deccan. The co-operation of these
two members of the triple alliance has been rendered impracti-
cable by the progress of their mutual contention and intrigues,
while the internal convulsions of each state has diminished the
resources of both,

In this scene of general confusion the power of Tipj&o Sool-
tan alone (to restrain which was the policy of all our alliances
and treaties) has remained undisturbed and unimpaired, if it has
not been augmented and improved.

The final result to the British Government is the entire loss
of the benefit of the treaty of triple alliance against Tippoo
Sooltan, and the establishment of a French army of 14,000 men
in the dominion of one of our allies, in the vicinity of the ter-
ritories of Tippoo Sooltan, and ou the confines of the Cairnatic
and of the Northern Circars.

It is now become an urgent duty to make an effort for the
arrangement of a system, the disorder of which already menaces
our safety by exposing us to the hazard of a war without the aid